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(57) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To detect a kind of an 
optical recording medium and existence of an optical 
recording medium of an optical recording medium of a 
standard reflection type and an optical recording medium 
of a low reflection type securing sufficient reliability. 

SOLUTION: When focus moving operation in which a 
focus of an optical pickup 1 is moved in the direction 
of an optical axis in a state in which an amplifier 
circuit 5 is set to the standard gain is performed, 
level detection in which it is detected by a level 
detecting circuit 6 whether a detected signal level 
reaches the prescribed reference level or not is 
performed. When a signal level detected by the level 
detecting circuit 6 does not reach the prescribed 
reference level at the time of focus moving operation, 
the amplifier circuit 5 is switched to high gain by a 
control circuit 7, while focus moving operation is 
performed again, and level detection is performed by a 
control circuit 7. A kind and existence of an optical 
recording medium are detected by level detection by the 
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